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SYNOPSIS – SOCIAL 20 
 

The SOCIAL 20 Course-pac consists of four lesson sets, each of which contains between 2 and 6 
lessons. The topics and suggested times for each lesson are listed below. 

 
 

SUMMARY OF LESSONS (estimations based on 80 minute classes) 

 
Issues 1 and 4 

SET ONE: NATIONALISM (9-11 days + test day and “other”) 

1A Introduction to nation (reconciling loyalties; understandings of nation) 2-3 days 

1B Introduction to nationalism (martyrs/fanatics; factors influencing nationalism) 1-2 days 

1C Nationalism case studies (French Revolution; self-determination, successor 

states/decolonization; N. Ireland; early USA; Tibet; Kosovo) ---- U-shaped discussion 

6 days 

 Performance assessment or test 1 day 

 other  1 day 

SET TWO: CANADIAN NATIONALISM (17-23 days + test day and “other”) 

2A Canada grows up (Events contributing to Canada’s nationhood) 1.5 days 

2B  Visions of Canada (differing ‘plans” for Canada i.e. Confederation; responsible gov; 

separation) ---- feature length film “Elijah”  

8-10 

days 

2C Canadian myths (symbols, institutions and programs; analyzing peacekeeping and 

multiculturalism myths) ---- Written response #1 

2-3 days 

2D Nations in Canada (Metis; First Nations; Inuit; Quebecois) 2-3 days 

2E Opportunities and challenges (factors affecting Canadian national identity) 1.5 days 

2F Coat of arms (contending national loyalties) 2-3 days 

 Performance assessment or test 1 day 

 other  1 day 

Issue 2 

SET THREE: ULTRANATIONALISM (12-15 days + test day and “other”) 

3A Introduction to ultranationalism (turning point from nationalism to ultranationalism; Oka) 2-3 days 

3B National interests and the world wars (Causes of WWI; WWI; national interest; Treaty 

of Versailles; factors contributing to ultranationalism; Stalin/Hitler/Hirohito; responding 

to ultranationalism); position paper 

5-6 days 

3C Horrors of ultranationalism (case studies of several genocides) 5-6 days 

 Performance assessment or test 1 day 

 other  1 day 

Issue 3 

SET FOUR: INTERNATIONALISM (10-12 days + test day and one “other”) 

4A Judging foreign policy (global statistics; United Nations; motivations for 

involvement/non-involvement; forms of foreign policy) ---- optional mock UN summit 

3-4 days 

4B The effectiveness of international organizations (study of various international 

organizations) 

3 days 

4C National interest vs. internationalism (changing world conditions; global issues i.e. 

poverty, human rights, disease, etc.; position paper 

1-2 days 

4D Negotiating win-win solutions (international issue i.e. Arctic sovereignty) 3 days 

 Performance assessment or test 1 day 

 other  1 day 



                                          
                                     

Grade 11 Course Overview DRAFT                                                                                                ©The Critical Thinking Consortium 2010 
 

Issue 4 

SET FIVE: MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES (6-7 days + test day and one “other”) 

5A Multiple perspectives on national identity (visions of national identity) 2 days 

5B Cartoons and royal commission (cartoon critique; Is there consensus on Cdn national 
identity?) 

4-5 days 

 Performance assessment or test 1 day 

 other  1 day 

  
TOTAL DAYS 

 
64-78 

days 

 

 
 

Additional resources 

Although the Course-pacs are largely self-contained, access to the following additional resources is 
recommended in some SOCIAL 20 lessons: 

 

Video sets 

Canada: A People’s History  
Order info: http://www.cbc.ca/history/ see “Merchandise”. Note: the entire set is quite expensive to 

purchase. Only a few of the videos are recommended, however. Borrowing copies through a library 

is recommended.  
 

CBC News in Review 

Order info: http://newsinreview.cbclearning.ca/ see “Ordering Information”. Note: the entire set is 

quite expensive to purchase. Only a few of the videos are recommended, however. Borrowing 
copies through a library is recommended.  

 

Online streaming video 
Discovery Education (previously known as United Streaming) 

Order info: http://www.discoveryeducation.com/ see “Products and Services”. Many Alberta school 

divisions have already purchased licensing. Contact your division technology coordinator for more 
information. 

 

Feature Films 

Elijah  
This CTV original movie aired May 22, 2008. Summary available at http://shows.ctv.ca/elijah.aspx 

Runtime: approx 84mins 

Order info: available for purchase through a variety of sources, including chapters.indigo.ca 
http://www.chapters.indigo.ca/dvd/Elijah/629159040417-item.html?ref=Search+DVD%3a+%27elijah%27 
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Complementary resources 

  
Gardner, R & Hoogeveen, M., McDevitt, D.J.& Scully, A.L. (2008). Exploring nationalism. 

Whitby, ON. McGraw-Hill Ryerson. 

 
ISBN: 0070740283 

 
 

Hoogeveen, M. (2007). Understanding nationalism. Whitby, ON. McGraw-Hill Ryerson. 

 
ISBN: 0070740275 
 

 

 
Harding, C., Smith, T., Meston, J. & Yoshida, D. (2007). Perspectives on nationalism. Don 

Mills, ON: Oxford University Press. 

 
ISBN-10: 0195427726 

ISBN-13:9780195427721 

 
 

 

 

 
 


