
An online program delivered 
to your school electronically 
Helping elementary and secondary students master
a repertoire of thinking concepts and strategies to
improve their success in school and their ability
to think critically about a variety of topics.

Every edition contains ready-to-use
teacher and student resources:
•	 organized around a topical social issue
•	 featuring a critical thinking concept 
•	 introducing four literacy strategies in the 
	 following areas: text/visual, oral, writing, 
	 and research
•	 supporting self-regulated mastery by 
	 encouraging independent student use in the 
	 classroom and beyond.
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P.O.V. card set A ACTIVITY SHEET #1A

I saw the accident while sitting as a 

passenger in the car that was hit.

A1
Obviously the driver talking on his cell 

phone caused the accident.

A2
The cost of the accident can be seen in 

fi nancial and human terms.

A3
Accidents are often very expensive.

A4

My opinion of the accident is infl uenced 

by the fact that my brother was sitting as a 

passenger in the car that was hit.

A5
I think the driver of the red car was 

speeding and didn’t notice the stop sign.

A6
Someone may be innocent according to 

the law, but from an ethical standpoint 

they may share some blame for causing an 

accident.

A7
This driver should be charged with 

dangerous driving for his part in the 

accident.

A8
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Use these activities to systematically introduce the featured tools 

as you investigate the issue of bullying

TEACHER RESOURCE #1

Investigating bullying
➤ Sensitize students to the impact of bullying

➤ Introduce and apply the concept and literacy 

 strategies featured in this resource

➤ Play the song Arms of An Angel by Sarah 

 McLachlan*. Set to an evocative melody, 

 the lyrics portray the need to escape from the pain of feeling “not good enough” and “making up 

for all that you lack.” • While listening, ask students to record feelings that the words and music evoke.

• Discuss the song’s message. Invite students to speculate why this song is often chosen as the 

background for anti-bullying messages.

➤ Pose the question: What is the difference between playing a prank, teasing, and bullying? 

➤ Distribute a copy of Scenarios [Activity Sheet 1A] to each group of 3-4 students. Refl ecting on 

the attributes of the types of bullying, direct students to sort the scenarios into three categories:

 
Harmless teasing 

Mean-spirited teasing 
Bullying

➤ On the board, create a chart similar to the one above. As a 

class, discuss the scenarios and students’ categorizations 

of each. Identify the distinguishing attributes for each type 

of behaviour. ➤ Distribute Understanding Bullying [Activity Sheet 1B]. 

Read aloud the attributes of bullying and review stu-

dents’ categorization of the scenarios in light of these 

attributes. Invite students to consider the importance 

of distinguishing bullying from these other types of 

actions.
➤ Introduce Point of View using materials from Teacher’s 

Resource #2 and Student Resource #2.

➤ As a class, think back to the scenario examples and create 

a web of relevant points of view for one of more of the 

instances of bullying (for example, the points of view of 

the victim, victim’s family, bully, bully’s family, school 

administration, teachers, bystanders, friends of victims, 

friends of bully, community groups, police).

Objectives

Introduce the topic

Defi ne bullying

. As a
tions 

type

].
-

ch

*available at http://kids.niehs.nih.gov/lyrics/angel.htm
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     Understanding bullying

What is bullying?
• Bullying is the continuous, unfair treatment of one 

person by another person (or group of people) that 

results in emotional or physical hurt. 

• Bullying involves a power imbalance between the 

victim and the bully.

• Bullying is rooted in forms of discrimination such as 

racism, sexism, homophobia, and rejection of people 

with disabilities or talents. Bullies often justify the 

harm by singling out and blaming targeted individuals 

for being different in some way.

Types of bullying
• Direct bullying:  

– physical: hitting, pushing, damaging property

– verbal: name calling, homophobic or racist remarks, verbal abuse

• Indirect bullying:  

– creating rumours, telling lies about the person

– purposely embarrassing or humiliating

– encouraging social rejection

– damaging someone’s reputation or social acceptance

– cyber-bullying (use of emails, chat rooms, text messages to humiliate)

What bullying is not

Many uncomfortable or distressing situations are not bullying even though they should not be 

tolerated and often require intervention. These include:

• Mutual confl ict: In situations of mutual disagreement both people are upset but there is not 

an imbalance of power.  However, if mutual confl ict remains unresolved, a bullying situation 

can develop.

• Avoidance or dislike: Simply disliking someone or deciding to avoid a person is not bullying. 

However, if one individual encourages others to reject or dislike another person in order to 

cause distress, it then becomes bullying.

• One-time acts of aggression or intimidation: While single acts of physical aggression are not 

bullying they still must be dealt with. If the aggression is directed repeatedly at one person, it 

then becomes bullying.

ACTIVITY SHEET #1B

Identify points of view

T4 thought
tools for T

Pricing
(per school/year)

School *Partner 
School

Student 
Teacher

Current Year $125 $100 $25
Current Year + 
Last Year’s issues

$150 $120 $40

Last Year’s Issues only $75 $60 $25
*TC2 Partners receive a 20% discount off their subscriptions
**Special rates available for bulk orders over 25 subscriptions

Suitable for Grades 5 - 10

A sample of Tools for Thought is available FREE at www.tc2.ca/wp/T4T

Comments from our reviewers:

“This is a great resource package!”

“The everyday thinking will be a subtle 
but convincing reminder that the 
dialogue about the thinking concepts 
must be ongoing . . . nice nudge.”

The Critical
Thinking Consortium
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TOOLS FOR THOUGHT SUBSCRIPTION FOR 2009/2010

To subscribe to this resource, please 
complete this form and mail it to:

The Critical Thinking Consortium (TC2)
Education Building
University of British Columbia
6365 Biological Sciences Road
Vancouver, BC   Canada  V6T 1Z4
Tel. 604.822.9297
Fax. 604.822.6603
E-mail: tc2@interchange.ubc.ca
Website: www.tc2.ca

INCLUDE A PURCHASE ORDER 
OR A CHEQUE PAYABLE TO 

THE CRITICAL THINKING CONSORTIUM
(PURCHASE ORDERS MAY BE FAXED)

Tools for Thought Program Overview 2009-2010
Sept 2009 Nov 2009 Jan 2010 March 2010

ISSUE Peer Pressure Lifestyle Choices Discrimination Apathy

TOOLS

Concept Independent 
Minded

Cause/
Consequence

Empathy Tolerant of 
Ambiguity

Textual/
Visual Strategy

Interpreting 
Electronic 
Messages

Story Boards Implicit Message in 
Images

Raising Doubts

Writing Strategy Creating a Tone Reflective Writing Connect Facts to 
Conclusion

Passionate Writing

Oral Strategy Active Listening Recognizing 
Persuasion

Responding in the 
Moment

Resonating Voice

Research 
Strategy

Paraphrasing 
Research Findings

Relevance of 
Details

Interview/Survey 
Questions

Making 
Connections

*Please provide a list of schools and corresponding e-mail addresses if subscribing 
for more than one school. Bulk subscriptions rates: 10% discount for more than 25 
schools; additional 10% discount over 50 schools; additional 10% discount over 
100 schools.

School
Subscription

Student 
Teacher

Qty Total
Cost

Current Year Subscription $125 $25

Current Year + Last Year’s Issues $150 $40

Last Year’s Issues only $75 $25

Partner Discount (- 20%, if applicable)

GST 5%

TOTAL


