
Stories from the Classroom

“Will this really work in Kindergarten?” I asked myself after 
completing a TC2 summer training session with Garfield 
Gini-Newman last year. In the workshops, we had developed 
exciting ways to incorporate critical thinking into our 
classrooms, but I was still feeling apprehensive. Could it be 
that my students were just too young to handle this type of 
thinking?

In spite of my doubts, I began to introduce critical thinking 
into my lessons. My first project was a 100-piece puzzle on 
the interactive whiteboard. Each day, with great excitement, 
the students deleted a square to reveal a piece of the photo 
hidden behind the puzzle. Soon, they began to generate a list 
of ideas about the emerging picture while I used questions 
to enhance their thinking. Is it outside or inside? What is the 
time of day? What might this shape be? Instead of accepting 
quick responses, I asked students how and why they reached their answers. 

Later, with the help of Mary Abbott from TC2, I created a fairy tale unit centered on critical thinking. 
After identifying components commonly found in fairy tales, the children tackled specific challenges 
for three different stories. For example, when we read The Little Red Hen, they had to decide if it was 
fair that the Little Red Hen did not share her bread. 
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“Yes, it was fair,” said one student. “None of the other friends did any work, so she shouldn’t share.” 
“No, it wasn’t fair,” said another. “She should share because that is the right thing to do. She wasn’t 
being a good friend either.”

After reading Goldilocks and the Three Bears, I asked the children to decide which part of the story 
was most important. Many of them said it was when Goldilocks broke into the bears’ house because, 
if she didn’t break in, there would be no problem. Others argued for the part when the bears found 
Goldilocks in Baby Bear’s bed because that is when she was caught. 
The critical challenge for The Three Billy Goats Gruff was to determine the most important item in the 
setting of the story. Was it the bridge, the river or the grass? Students then had to pick one and ex-
plain why they thought it was the MOST important. 

“The grass was the most important,” said one student. “If there was no grass on the other side of the 
bridge, then the goats would not have anywhere else to go.”

“The river was the most important,” said another. “The goats had to cross it to get to the grass. If the 
river wasn’t there, then the goats could just walk to whatever grass they wanted. And there would be 
no troll.”

Throughout the two-week unit, students learned how to justify their answers and reason with each 
other. They started to see different points of view and understand how their answers weren’t wrong, 
just different. At first, my students needed a lot of help to explain themselves, but most became able 
to justify their thinking and say why it made sense.  

I love the idea of using critical thinking in my classroom on a daily basis.  However, I will admit that 
I do find it challenging. In the future, I would love to continue to take courses or collaborate with col-
leagues in order to make this a daily part of my lessons and planning. Critical thinking really opens 
up your eyes to what your students know and how they can think. Even very young students will 
amaze you with how creative and thoughtful they can be. Will this work in Kindergarten? Definitely!
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