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This two-part critical challenge introduces students to the 
importance of the Brazilian rain forest and the issues 
surrounding its continued existence and development. In 
anticipation of an end-of-unit project to prepare a live 
“visual essay” or a video documentary, students assume 
the role of investigative reporters. In this introductory 
challenge, they learn about the rainforest and learn to 
recognize significant facts and formulate issue-based 
questions. The lesson begins with a questionnaire to 
gauge students’ attitudes and knowledge of the Brazilian 
rain forest. Students work through a press-briefing 
package, containing background information about the 
region and details of the documentary assignment. After 
highlighting interesting facts about Brazil, students 
examine comparative fact sheets to determine five 
significant similarities and differences between our 
country and Brazil. In preparation for the second critical 
challenge, students develop criteria for questions that 
raise debatable or contested matters. Students then 
develop five issue-based questions to guide their 
investigation of Brazil and the rain forest.
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Suggested Activities

Consider
documentary options

Pre-planning

! The culminating activity for this unit is a student-produced documen-
tary—either in video or “visual essay” format. A visual essay docu-
mentary is a live presentation accompanied by visuals and, possibly,
sound effects. The procedures for introducing students to the design
and production of a documentary were developed by Corin Browne of
Pacific Cinematheque, based on workshops with elementary students.
The documentary provides an exciting culmination to the unit, but you
may want to confirm the availability of a video camera(s) and preview
the recommended procedures, presented in Critical Challenge #7,
before deciding on the options to present to students.

! Throughout the unit, students act as investigative reporters. To set the
stage for this ongoing role play, you may want to assemble the
introductory information and activity sheets listed below in a “press
briefing package.” These might be placed in a large brown envelope
and treated as details of a news assignment. Alternatively, you may
prefer to distribute the sheets as needed:

• Documentary assignment (Blackline Master #4),

• World map (Blackline Master #5),

• Rain forest background (Blackline Master #6),

• Comparing our country and Brazil (Blackline Master #7).

To help students better understand the investigative reporter’s role,
you may also want to locate a short excerpt from a news clip (e.g.,
“The National,” CNN, a local newscast) that reports on an issue (e.g.,
what should be done about Iraq; exploring local problems with “street
kids”).

! During the unit, you may want to encourage students to bring in
pictures and artifacts dealing with rain forest conservation and use.
These might include articles and visuals downloaded from the Internet,
pictures from magazines such as National Geographic and New Inter-
nationalist, and newspaper articles. Organize a display wall in the
classroom with a title “Rain Forest Issues.” Working with a teacher-
librarian, gather print and on-line resources about the Brazilian rain
forest listed in the References throughout this unit and any supplemen-
tal materials. Make these available for student research during the
unit.

! In Critical Challenge #4, we recommend staging a mock symposium
where five guests, each representing a different stakeholder group,
will address small groups of student reporters on issues related to the
Brazilian rain forest. The scripts for these presentations are fully
developed (Blackline Masters #27-31). In preparation for this event,
you may want to approach five teachers, parents or high school drama
students several weeks prior to beginning this critical challenge. The
scripts are written for two females, two males and one non-specific
gender role (multinational company executive).

Prepare briefing
packages

Plan classroom
display and

assemble resources

Arrange
guest speakers
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Blackline Masters #1-6

Introduce the
Brazilian rain forest

knowledge of
Brazilian rain

forest

Complete the
questionnaire

Session One

! Announce to the class that the theme of the upcoming unit is the
Brazilian rain forest. With little discussion, display an overheard
transparency of the map Brazilian rain forest (Blackline Master #1).
Invite students to share what they already know
about this region and what they can tell about
it from the map. Draw students’ attention to
the following features:

• the Amazon River and its tributaries;

• the countries that share the Amazon
River rain forest;

• the location of the Equator.

You may want to ask students to specu-
late on the following:

• Why would it be called a rain
forest and what might it be like
(e.g., hot, humid, thick vegeta-
tion)?

• Would people live in the rain
forest and what might they
do to meet their basic needs?

! Before much discussion on the region, ask
students to think about their attitudes towards
the Brazilian rain forest. Distribute a copy
of What do you think? (Blackline Master
#2) and the two photographs on Views of
the rain forest (Blackline Master #3) to
each student. Emphasize that this is not a
test; students’ answers will provide you
and them with information about their
current perspectives and provide a ba-
sis for comparison at the end of the
unit. If you would prefer coloured
overhead transparencies of Blackline
Master #3, locate the pictures on
the Jungle Photos website (http://
www.junglephotos.com), or find
alternative photographs on this
site or other sites listed in the
References. Collect the completed
questionnaires and retain them for
student reflection at the end of the
unit. Briefly discuss students’ re-
sponses by inviting a few students
to share their reactions to the pictures and by
asking for a class show of hands on the attitude questions.
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Blackline Master #1

Brazilian rain forest

Venezuela
Colombia

Guyana
Suriname

French Guiana

Brazil

Bolivia

Argentina

Ecuador

Peru

Chile

Uruguay

Paraguay
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Name: ______________________________________________________

Blackline Master #2A

What do you think?

This is NOT a test; it is a questionnaire. The questions are designed to find out your opinions on the

Brazilian rain forest. At the end of the unit, you will look at these answers to see if any of your

opinions have changed.
Study the two pictures—Views of the rain forest (Blackline Master #3)—and record your first impressions

in the chart below.  Write five words or phrases to describe your feelings about each picture.

Picture #1

Picture #2

On this page and the next are four questions about the rain forest in Brazil. Put a 4 in the box below

the statement that describes your opinion on each question. Then explain why you placed your 4 in

this box.

1. How much do the events that happen in the Brazilian rain forest affect our country?

They greatly affect us.
They affect us

They affect us
They have no

quite a bit.

a little bit.

effect on us.

!

!

!

!

Why?

Brazilian rain forest
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Name: ______________________________________________________

Blackline Master #3

View of the rain forest

© Roger J. Harris
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! Explain that students will assume the role of investigative reporters as
they examine the issues around Brazil’s rain forest and its future.
Later, when they have learned more about the rain forest, they will
prepare a “visual essay” documentary or a video documentary about
the situation to inform young people in their own country about the
issues. Explain that a visual essay is a live presentation accompanied
with visuals (print, electronic or video) and taped sounds. Explain also
that the term ‘documentary’ comes from the root word ‘document’
which means to provide a record of what has or is happening. Ask
students to brainstorm the tasks required of an investigative reporter in
preparing a documentary

! OPTIONAL: Show a brief video clip of an investigative report from a
recent television news program or documentary. Ask students to view
the clip and speculate on the tasks (“at-the-scene” and “behind-the-
scenes”) involved in researching, planning and producing this report.

! Distribute a copy of the “press briefing package” to each student.
Explain that before producing a documentary, each investigative re-
porter must thoroughly research the relevant issues. Inform students
that their briefing package contains information and activities to help
them learn more about Brazil and the rain forest and acquire the skills
of an investigative reporter. Review the contents of Documentary
assignment (Blackline Master #4). Advise students that the material
developed as part of this research may be useful in the production of
their documentary. In addition, introduce the “Rain Forest Issues”
wall and invite students to begin looking for artifacts and pictures that
they might add to this display.

Explain the
unit theme

understanding
reporter’s role

Show
investigative video

Introduce the
briefing package
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Name: ______________________________________________________

Blackline Master #4

Documentary assignment

MEMO

From:
Director of News Programming

Subject: Your new assignmentYou have just been selected as part of a team of reporters assigned to investigate issues

facing the Amazon River rain forest in Brazil.

As part of your investigation, you will attend talks by representatives of different groups,

prepare press releases and hold press briefings. You will also take part in a meeting to

propose a plan for fair and effective use of an area of the rain forest. And finally, your team

will produce a documentary on the issues of the Brazilian rain forest. This documentary

should make these issues relevant and meaningful for youth at home. It will be presented at

a private screening.In preparation for your assignment, you will complete a variety of tasks to brief you on the

region and to develop your talents as an investigative reporter. The success of your

assignment requires that you learn how to uncover key facts and identify the “hot” issues in

the material you read. Throughout your experiences, keep a reporter’s logbook of ideas for

use in preparing your documentary.

This press briefing package contains information and activities to prepare you for your

reporter’s assignment. Refer to the instructions on each briefing sheet.

I wish you good luck in your assignment and look forward to the presentation of your

documentary.

A
m

a
z o

n

Productions

I N V E S T I G A T I V E
T E L E V I S I O N
C A N A D A
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! Display an overhead transparency
of World map (Blackline Master
#5) and refer students to their own
copy of this map. Distribute an
atlas to each student or pair of
students and direct them to lo-
cate Brazil and their own
country on a world map. In-
vite students to shade in
both countries on their
outline map. Ask stu-
dents to comment on
what is similar and dif-
ferent about each
country (e.g., location, size,
coastline). Record their observations on
a large two-column chart titled “Similarities and
Differences.”

! Stress that as reporters, students must always
be mindful of what will interest their audi-
ence. Remind students that the documenta-
ries they will be producing are directed to
young people their own age. Ask students
to read the information about the Brazil-
ian rain forest on Rain forest background
(Blackline Master #6) and highlight or
underline the facts that are of most
interest or relevance to students their
age. When students have completed
this task, direct them to leave their
copy of Blackline Master #6 at their
desks and walk about the class
looking at the facts that other stu-
dents have highlighted. Ask stu-
dents to watch for similarities,
differences and surprises. In a
class discussion, invite students
to identify the most commonly high-
lighted facts. Discuss why the highlighted facts
were thought to be interesting or relevant. Where possible,
draw attention to the ways that events in Brazil may have conse-
quences for them (e.g., new medicines, climate change, preservation
of animal and plant species, Brazilian products used in this country).
Encourage students to make note of this information for later use when
developing their documentaries.

Locate Brazil and
our country

Identify
interesting facts

Brazilian Rain Forest
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Name: ______________________________________________________

Blackline Master #6

Rain forest background

General information• The term ‘rain forest’ was first used in 1898 by

a German scientist to refer to forests that grow

in constantly wet conditions.

• A rain forest occurs when over 200 centimetres

of rain falls evenly throughout the year. There

is no dry or cold season producing periods of

slower growth in the rain forest.

• The Amazon rain forest is the largest in the

world. If the Amazon rain forest were a country,

it would be the ninth largest in the world.

• The largest part of the Amazonian rain forest

is in Brazil. It also extends into Venezuela,

Columbia, Ecuador, Bolivia and Peru.

• The lifeline of the Amazon rain forest is the

Amazon River. It is the largest river system in

the world and contains 20% of the fresh water

found on earth. The river is over 6,000

kilometres long and the main body is on

average six or ten kilometres wide.

Rain forest layers• The tropical rain forest is composed of four

layers: the very top or emergent layer, the

canopy layer, the understory and the forest

floor.
• The tops of giant trees that reach the emergent

layer, often 60 metres above the forest floor,

enjoy the greatest amount of sunlight.

• The canopy layer forms a very thick umbrella-

like cover over the forest. This layer, often 40-

50 metres above the ground, is home to many

of the animals and birds found in the forest.

• The understory is made up of the smaller trees

and plants that grow underneath the canopy. It

is a very dark place. Many popular houseplants

come from the understory of the rain forest.

• The forest floor receives less than 2% of

sunlight. Water reaches the forest floor by

rolling down branches and trunks, or as a fine

spray.
Rain forest inhabitants

• More than 50% of the world’s estimated 10

million species of plants, animals and insects

live in the tropical rain forest.  One hectare

may contain over 750 types of trees and 1,500

species of large plants.
• Yanomami tribal people have lived in the

Amazon rain forest for centuries. Over 90

Amazonian tribes are thought to have

disappeared within the last 100 years.

Usefulness of the rain forest
• Logging reduces the rain forest area each year.

There were 7.1 billion acres of tropical rain

forest two hundred years ago. Today,

approximately 1.3 billion acres of tropical rain

forest remain. The rate of destruction of rain

forests around the world is estimated at two

football fields per second.
• Trees absorb carbon dioxide from the air and

produce oxygen that we need to breathe. As

the amount of carbon dioxide increases in the

air, the number of greenhouse gases increase,

which is believed to increase the temperature

on the earth. Because of the amount of oxygen

produced by the Amazonian rain forest, it has

been called the “lungs of the earth.”

• The rain forest has many rich resources

including iron, water power and hardwood

trees. The cleared land is also used for cattle

and for growing crops. There is great interest

in developing the rain forest to take advantage

of these resource opportunities.

• The rain forest provides medicines and drugs

from various plant species. It is believed that

more are to be discovered.
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What observations can you make about Brazil and our country?
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Blackline Master #7Session Two

! Draw students’ attention to the “Similarities and Differences” chart
begun the previous day.  Select a few identified facts (e.g., northern
location versus equatorial location, substantial coastline versus partial
coastline, relative size) and invite students to think about the effect on
life for the people who live in each country. Discuss, for example, the
implications of different locations (e.g., differing climates and neigh-
bouring countries) and the impact these would have on people (e.g.,
warmer or colder temperatures, wetter or drier weather, differences in
housing, clothing, life style and recreation). Invite students to think
about the significance of these differences. Would students judge
location (and, by implication, climate) to represent a significant differ-
ence between Brazil and their country? In other words, would it alter
the daily life of many people? Conversely, would students judge both
countries having a coastline to be a significant similarity (e.g., access
to ocean fish, sea ports and beaches)? Would it suggest important
commonalties between the daily life of many people in both coun-
tries? Explain that students are about to look for additional similarities
and differences between their country and Brazil. When deciding
whether the similarities and differences are significant, students should
consider their impact on the lives of people in each country.

! As a way of providing additional background information, students
are to consult the on-line C.I.A’s “World Factbook” for Brazil and
their home country (see References for websites). Suggest that they
focus their research on three categories: geography, people and
economy. You may want to direct students’ attention to some or all of
the following sub-categories:

• geography: area, climate, terrain, land use, environment (current
issues);

• people: population, age, birth rate, death rates, infant mortality, life
expectancy, ethnic groups, religions, literacy;

• economy: economy overview, GDP, population below poverty line,
household income, unemployment rate, exports, imports, debt (ex-
ternal).

For comparison purposes, it may be easiest for students to print out the
profile of Brazil and to access their home country’s profile on-line.
This will enable students to access the on-line glossary by clicking on
the “book” icon next to each fact to explain any terms they may not
understand. If all students or pairs of students do not have access to a
computer, print out the two country profiles and assemble selected
facts from each country on a sheet of paper. You may prefer this
option simply to control the amount and complexity of information
students are required to read. You may also want to provide the
glossary of relevant terms. (Click on “Notes and Definitions,” print
out the list of definitions and provide students with a copy of the
definitions they will require.)

Teach significant
difference and

similarity criteria for
significant impact

Introduce
comparative data
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Blackline Master #8

! Before students begin to review the informa-
tion about both countries, present the first
critical challenge:

Identify five significant similarities
and differences between our country
and Brazil.

Direct students to work independently
or in pairs to record their significant
facts on Comparing our country and
Brazil (Blackline Master #7). Stu-
dents should also indicate the rea-
sons why each fact is significant.
If students require additional ex-
amples, draw attention to the
“land use” statistics (under ge-
ography). Discuss whether the
amount of arable land (land that
is replanted for crops each year)
in the two countries is very different or quite
similar and whether this difference/similarity would have
significant implications for people’s lives.

! When the task is completed, invite students to share their identifed
similarities and differences with a partner or another pair of students.
Ask each team to record its facts on individual slips of paper, eliminat-
ing any duplicate facts. Each team should then post its facts on the
large “Similarities and Differences” chart. Ask students to post only
those facts that have not already been recorded by another team. Invite
students to explain the significance of these similarities and differ-
ences

Session Three

! Explain to students that another talent of a good investigative reporter
is the ability to find the issues or debatable topics behind the facts.
Using the examples below, ask students to compare two types of
questions that follow from the facts sample selected from Blackline
Master #6. On the board, write the first “known fact” and, without
labeling the questions, two information questions and two issue-based
questions. Ask students to comment on the difference between the two
pairs of questions. Repeat the procedure with questions for a second
“known fact.” When students recognize the differences, assign labels
to the two kinds of questions. Define “information questions” as
follow-up questions that ask for more specific facts (i.e., they require
information that can often be found in a book). Define “issue-based
questions” as follow-up questions that invite people to offer their
opinion (i.e., make a value judgment) about the best option.  People
will often disagree over issue-based answers, because there may be no
single right answer. Point out that while both types of questions are
important, “issue-based” questions help reporters probe more deeply

Introduce first
critical challenge

Share findings

Introduce
issue-based
questions

information vs
issue-based
questions

inquiring mind
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Comparing our country and Brazil

Five significant SIMILARITIES between

Reasons why they are significant

Brazil and where we live

1.

1.

2.

2.

3.

3,

4.

4.

5.

5.

Five significant DIFFERENCES between

Reasons why they are significant

Brazil and where we live

1.

1.

2.

2.

3.

3.

4.

4.

5.

5.

Name(s): ______________________________________________________

Blackline Master #7
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into a topic and raise questions that invite people to debate the an-
swers.

Follow-up questions

Known facts Information questions Issue-based questions

• More than 50% of the • What are some of the • Should we be concerned
world’s estimated 10 insects that live in the that so many animals and
million species of  plants, rain forest?  plants live in one region
animals and  insects live • Have these animals lived  of the world?
in the tropical rain forest. in the rain forest for a • What can be done to

long time? protect these species from
extinction?

• Logging reduces the rain • What kinds of tree are cut • Is it fair that many local
forest area each year. down and what are they people do not benefit from

used for? the products taken from
• How many trees are cut the forest in which

down each year? they live?
• Would it be better to

encourage more or less
logging in this region?

! After students understand the difference between the two kinds of
questions, invite them to look for possible issues that might arise out
of the facts about Brazil and the rain forest they have already learned
or by looking through additional print and internet resources. Before
students begin, suggest three criteria for an effective issue-based
question:

• asks people to offer an opinion about what should be done or what
is fair;

• gets at an important matter that would be of interest to young
people;

• is debatable or controversial—people
will probably want to disagree about
the answer.

! When students are ready to begin,
present the second critical challenge:

Develop five issue-based
questions about the Brazilian
rain forest.

Distribute Issue-based questions
(Blackline Master #8) to each
student or pair of students. Ask
them to use the following
question frames to help them
create issue-based ques-
tions:

• Should people be . . . ?

• Is it fair that . . . ?

• What can be done to . . . ?

• Would it be better . . . ?

Introduce criteria
for issue-based

questions criteria for issue-
based questions

Introduce second
critical challenge

question frames
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Name(s): ______________________________________________________

Blackline Master #8

Issue-based questions

Should people be _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ ?

Is it fair that ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ ?

What can be done to _________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ ?

Would it be better ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ ?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ ?
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Blackline Masters #9-10

Afterwards, invite students to share their questions and explain how
they meet the criteria for an effective issue-based question.

! Once you have assessed students’ questions, or arranged for students
to self- or peer-evaluate their questions, ask students to cut their
completed Blackline Master #8 into strips and paste the questions on
the “Rain Forest Issues” wall. You may want to organize the questions
according to topic (e.g., economy, environment, people). Throughout
the unit, refer to these questions and encourage students to add new
ones as they arise.

Evaluation

! Assess students’ identification of significant
similarities and differences as recorded on
Comparing our country and Brazil
(Blackline Master #7) using the rubric
found in Assessing similarities and differ-
ences (Blackline Master #9). According
to this rubric, the assignment is worth
15 marks and is assessed on three crite-
ria:

• number of identified differences
and similarities,

• significance of differences and
similarities,

• plausible reasons.

! Assess students’ issue-based questions
as recorded on Issue-based questions
(Blackline Master #8) using the rubric
found in Assessing issue-based ques-
tions (Blackline Master #10). Accord-
ing to this rubric, the assignment is
worth 10 marks and is assessed on
two criteria:

• raises important and interesting
questions,

• invites controversial or con-
flicting opinions.

Post the questions

Assess similarities
and differences

Assess issue-based
questions

Brazilian rain forest
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Assessing similarities and differences

Use the following rubric to assess students’ identification of significant similarities and differences. Award intermediate

marks for answers falling between the descriptors.Underdeveloped

Competent

Well Developed

Identification
No differences or similarities

Correctly identifies approx-
Correctly identifies five

of similarities
between the two countries

imately three differences and
differences and five similarities

and differences are correctly identified.
three similarities between the

between the two countries.

two counrtries.

1

3

5

Significance of None of the identified

Three differences and three
All five differences and five

similarities and differences or similarities are
similarities are clearly

similarities are clearly

differences
particularly significant.

significant.

significant.

1

3

5

Reasons for
Offers no plausible reasons for Offers plausible reasons for the Offers plausible reasons for the

significance
the significance of any of the

significance of half of the
significance of all of the

differences or similarities.
identified differences and

identified differences and

similarities.

similarities.

1

3

5TOTAL

/ 15

Comments:

Name: ______________________________________________________

Blackline Master #9
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Name: ______________________________________________________

Blackline Master #10

Assessing issue-based questions

Use the following rubric to assess students’ ability to pose issue-based questions. Award intermediate marks for answers

falling between the descriptors.

Underdeveloped

Competent

Well Developed

Important
None of the questions deal

Three of the questions deal
All five questions deal with

and interesting with important matters or are with important matters and
important matters and are

questions
likely to be of interest to young are likely to be of some interest likely to be of interest to young

people here at home.

to young people here at home. people here at home.

1

3

5

Controversial
None of the questions invite

Three of the questions invite
All five questions invite

or conflicting
opinions on matters that are

opinions on matters that are
opinions on matters that are

opinions
controversial or involve

somewhat controversial or
controversial or involve

conflicting interests.

involve conflicting interests.
conflicting interests.

1

3

5TOTAL

/ 10

Comments:
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References

The following C.I.A. World Factbook websites provide comparative
statistics about Brazil and other countries:

Brazil:
http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/br.html

Canada:
http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/ca.html

United Kingdom:
http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/uk.html

United States:
http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/us.html

The following web sites offer text and photos to supplement the
material included with this challenge:

http://www.rainforest-alliance.org

http://www.amanakaa.org

http://www.ran.org/ran/kids_action/index1.html

http://www.pbs.org/journeyintoamazonia

http://www.rain-tree.com

http://www.junglephotos.com

http://www.realtime.net/~raintree/gallery

http://quest.classroom.com/about/Amzbackground/ecology.asp

http://www.eduweb.com/amazon.html

For descriptions and ordering information of fictional and non-fic-
tional books on the rain forests for children, contact the following
page on the Rainforest Alliance website:

http://www.rainforest-alliance.org/marketplace/books/kids/
index.html
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Blackline Master #1

Brazilian rain forest
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Guyana
Suriname

French Guiana

Brazil

Bolivia

Argentina
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Chile

Uruguay

Paraguay
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Name: ______________________________________________________ Blackline Master #2A

What do you think?
This is NOT a test; it is a questionnaire. The questions are designed to find out your opinions on the
Brazilian rain forest. At the end of the unit, you will look at these answers to see if any of your
opinions have changed.

Study the two pictures—Views of the rain forest (Blackline Master #3)—and record your first impressions
in the chart below.  Write five words or phrases to describe your feelings about each picture.

Picture #1 Picture #2

On this page and the next are four questions about the rain forest in Brazil. Put a 4 in the box below
the statement that describes your opinion on each question. Then explain why you placed your 4 in
this box.

1. How much do the events that happen in the Brazilian rain forest affect our country?

They greatly affect us. They affect us They affect us They have no
quite a bit. a little bit. effect on us.

! ! ! !
Why?
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2. How much can we effect what goes on in the Brazilian rain forest?

We can do a lot to We can do We can make only We can do absolutely
make a big difference. quite a bit. a little difference. nothing.

! ! ! !
Why?

3. Because of the valuable resources in the rain forest, many people want to develop this region.
But what should people do when developing these resources damages the environment?

Try to make as much Try to make a lot Develop it a little to Keep the entire region
money as possible of money and leave make some money exactly as it is and
from the region. some areas alone. and leave lots of not try to make

areas untouched. any money.

! ! ! !
Why?

4. Developing a region sometimes means that the traditional customs of the local people will be
lost. What should be done if this happens?

Encourage economic Encourage economic Control economic Stop economic
development even if development, but save development so very development

old customs are some of the old few of the old customs completely if any
completely lost. customs. will be lost. of the old customs

 will be lost.
! ! ! !

Why?
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View of the rain forest

© Roger J. Harris
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Documentary assignment

MEMO

From: Director of News Programming

Subject: Your new assignment

You have just been selected as part of a team of reporters assigned to investigate issues
facing the Amazon River rain forest in Brazil.

As part of your investigation, you will attend talks by representatives of different groups,
prepare press releases and hold press briefings. You will also take part in a meeting to
propose a plan for fair and effective use of an area of the rain forest. And finally, your team
will produce a documentary on the issues of the Brazilian rain forest. This documentary
should make these issues relevant and meaningful for youth at home. It will be presented at
a private screening.

In preparation for your assignment, you will complete a variety of tasks to brief you on the
region and to develop your talents as an investigative reporter. The success of your
assignment requires that you learn how to uncover key facts and identify the “hot” issues in
the material you read. Throughout your experiences, keep a reporter’s logbook of ideas for
use in preparing your documentary.

This press briefing package contains information and activities to prepare you for your
reporter’s assignment. Refer to the instructions on each briefing sheet.

I wish you good luck in your assignment and look forward to the presentation of your
documentary.
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Rain forest background
General information

• The term ‘rain forest’ was first used in 1898 by
a German scientist to refer to forests that grow
in constantly wet conditions.

• A rain forest occurs when over 200 centimetres
of rain falls evenly throughout the year. There
is no dry or cold season producing periods of
slower growth in the rain forest.

• The Amazon rain forest is the largest in the
world. If the Amazon rain forest were a country,
it would be the ninth largest in the world.

• The largest part of the Amazonian rain forest
is in Brazil. It also extends into Venezuela,
Columbia, Ecuador, Bolivia and Peru.

• The lifeline of the Amazon rain forest is the
Amazon River. It is the largest river system in
the world and contains 20% of the fresh water
found on earth. The river is over 6,000
kilometres long and the main body is on
average six to ten kilometres wide.

Rain forest layers
• The tropical rain forest is composed of four

layers: the very top or emergent layer, the
canopy layer, the understory and the forest
floor.

• The tops of giant trees that reach the emergent
layer, often 60 metres above the forest floor,
enjoy the greatest amount of sunlight.

• The canopy layer forms a very thick umbrella-
like cover over the forest. This layer, often 40-
50 metres above the ground, is home to many
of the animals and birds found in the forest.

• The understory is made up of the smaller trees
and plants that grow underneath the canopy. It
is a very dark place. Many popular houseplants
come from the understory of the rain forest.

• The forest floor receives less than 2% of

sunlight. Water reaches the forest floor by
rolling down branches and trunks, or as a fine
spray.

Rain forest inhabitants
• More than 50% of the world’s estimated 10

million species of plants, animals and insects
live in the tropical rain forest.  One hectare
may contain over 750 types of trees and 1,500
species of large plants.

• Yanomami tribal people have lived in the
Amazon rain forest for centuries. Over 90
Amazonian tribes are thought to have
disappeared within the last 100 years.

Usefulness of the rain forest
• Logging reduces the rain forest area each year.

There were 7.1 billion acres of tropical rain
forest two hundred years ago. Today,
approximately 1.3 billion acres of tropical rain
forest remain. The rate of destruction of rain
forests around the world is estimated at two
football fields per second.

• Trees absorb carbon dioxide from the air and
produce oxygen that we need to breathe. As
the amount of carbon dioxide increases in the
air, the number of greenhouse gases increase,
which is believed to increase the temperature
on the earth. Because of the amount of oxygen
produced by the Amazonian rain forest, it has
been called the “lungs of the earth.”

• The rain forest has many rich resources
including iron, water power and hardwood
trees. The cleared land is also used for cattle
and for growing crops. There is great interest
in developing the rain forest to take advantage
of these resource opportunities.

• The rain forest provides medicines and drugs
from various plant species. It is believed that
more are to be discovered.
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Comparing our country and Brazil
Five significant SIMILARITIES between Reasons why they are significant

Brazil and where we live

1. 1.

2. 2.

3. 3,

4. 4.

5. 5.

Five significant DIFFERENCES between Reasons why they are significant
Brazil and where we live

1. 1.

2. 2.

3. 3.

4. 4.

5. 5.

Name(s): ______________________________________________________ Blackline Master #7
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Issue-based questions

Should people be _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ ?

Is it fair that ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ ?

What can be done to _________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ ?

Would it be better ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ ?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ ?
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Assessing similarities and differences
Use the following rubric to assess students’ identification of significant similarities and differences. Award intermediate
marks for answers falling between the descriptors.

Underdeveloped Competent Well developed

Identification No differences or similarities Correctly identifies approx- Correctly identifies five
of similarities between the two countries imately three differences and differences and five similarities
and differences are correctly identified. three similarities between the between the two countries.

two counrtries.
1 3 5

Significance of None of the identified Three differences and three All five differences and five
similarities and differences or similarities are similarities are clearly similarities are clearly
differences particularly significant. significant. significant.

1 3 5

Reasons for Offers no plausible reasons for Offers plausible reasons for the Offers plausible reasons for the
significance the significance of any of the significance of half of the significance of all of the

differences or similarities. identified differences and identified differences and
similarities. similarities.

1 3 5

TOTAL / 15
Comments:

Name: ______________________________________________________ Blackline Master #9
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Assessing issue-based questions
Use the following rubric to assess students’ ability to pose issue-based questions. Award intermediate marks for answers
falling between the descriptors.

Underdeveloped Competent Well developed

Important None of the questions deal Three of the questions deal All five questions deal with
and interesting with important matters or are with important matters and important matters and are
questions likely to be of interest to young are likely to be of some interest likely to be of interest to young

people here at home. to young people here at home. people here at home.
1 3 5

Controversial None of the questions invite Three of the questions invite All five questions invite
or conflicting opinions on matters that are opinions on matters that are opinions on matters that are
opinions controversial or involve somewhat controversial or controversial or involve

conflicting interests. involve conflicting interests. conflicting interests.
1 3 5

TOTAL / 10
Comments:




