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TEACHER RESOURCE

4 Learning outcomes
•	 understand	that	images	are	a	potentially	rich	source	of	information	and	ideas	about	a	topic,	

event,	or	situation
•	 think	beyond	the	observed	details	to	formulate	questions	about	the	circumstances	depicted	in	

an	image

Introduce the strategy

Record observations
	➤ Explain	to	students	that	one	way	to	investigate	an	image	is	to	raise	questions	about	what	they	
observe.	Suggest	that	before	they	raise	questions	about	an	image	it	is	important	to	identify	
the	details	of	an	image.	

	➤ To	illustrate,	show	students	the	sample	image	available	at	http://tc2.ca/images/brazilian_
rainforest/sample.jpg	and	proceed	with	the	activity.

	➤ After	students	have	shared	their	observations,	suggest	that	the	5Ws	are	an	effective	set	of	
questions	to	guide	observations.	Invite	students	to	see	how	many	of	the	5Ws	were	answered	
in	their	initial	observations.

Reflect on an image
develop thoughtful reflections to extend or speculate

on ideas raised by an image

Student activity
Look	at	the	event	or	image	and	
describe	what	you	see.
How	many	of	the	5ws	were	
answered	in	your	initial	
observations?	Offer	additional	
observations.

•	 Who are the people? (Are they young or old, poor or 
rich?)

•	 What are they doing? (Are they working or having fun?)
•	 Where	is the event? (Where exactly is the action taking 

place?)
•	 When is this event taking place? (Based on what we can 

see, is it summer or winter, morning or night?)
•	 Why is the action taking place? (What clues tell us why 

they are doing this?)

5 Ws

Opportunities for differentiation
•	 Make	the	activity	easier	by	modelling	the	process	or	by	highlighting	details	in	the	image	that	

are	particularly	important.

Reflect on observations
	➤ Explain	to	students	that	the	5Ws	are	also	useful	as	prompts	when	reflecting	on	the	
observations	and	raising	questions.	Work	collaboratively	as	a	class	to	develop	reflections.
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Student activity
Record	several	observations.
Use	the	5Ws	to	pose	questions,	raise	concerns,		
identify	issues,	or	reveal	insights.

 Observations Reflections

•	 Do you have any questions about who the 
people might be?

•	 What do you think caused the event to 
happen? Do you have any questions or 
concerns about what might happen next? 
What issues were raised? 

•	 What insights or questions do you have 
about the location or time of this event?

•	 Why might this action be taking place? 
If the people appear relaxed, tense, or 
hurried, why might this be so?

Possible reflective prompts
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Criteria	for	effective	observations
•	 are accurate or plausible
•	 are	specific	and	detailed
•	 include interesting, relevant facts
Criteria	for	thoughtful	reflections
•	 extend thinking—build on what is observed
•	 raise interesting topics—explore puzzling 

ideas or important issues arising from  
the image

Criteria

Opportunities for differentiation
•	 Provide	reflection	stems	to	prompt	student	thinking,	e.g.,		I	think	…,	I	wonder	…,	I	feel	…,	I	am	

surprised	...,	This	reminds	me	of	…,	An	“ah-ha”	I	had	was	…,	I	am	concerned	…,	An	important	
issue	…,	I	noticed	….”.

Assessment for learning
•	 Confirm	students’	understanding	of	observation	and	reflection	by	asking	for	examples	of	each.

Explore

Develop criteria
	➤ Distribute	a	copy	of	the	sample	Reflective	journal	to	each	pair	of	students.	

	➤ Suggest	that	effective	descriptions	help	create	more	thoughtful	reflections.

	➤ Direct	students’	attention	to	the	reflective	comments	and	questions	on	the	sample	journal;	show	
how	the	reflections	relate	to	the	descriptions	for	each	question.	

Student activity

Read	the	sample	Reflective	journal.	Compare	the	observations	on	the	sample	with	the	student-
generated	observations.	What	differences	do	you	notice	in	language	and	detail?	What	makes	a	
description	effective?	Identify	criteria	for	effective	descriptions.	Now,	compare	the	reflective	
comments	and	questions	on	the	sample	with	student-generated	
reflections.	Notice	what	the	writer	thought	about	the	details	
observed.	What	makes	a	reflection	thoughtful?	Identify	
criteria	for	thoughtful	reflections. 
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STUDENT RESOURCE

SAMPLE 
use of the strategy

• There are seven males standing.

• Three are young boys; one is smaller than the 

other two. One boy looks sad.

• Three of the older males are wearing a headdress 

that has a band around the head with spikes 

sticking up from it; there is a design on the 

headband.• All the males are naked, except for a cloth around 

their waists.• They have lines painted on their faces.

• Only one person is looking at the camera.

• They are standing in a line.

• It looks like it could be part of a performance, 

ceremony, or celebration.

• Four of the older men are holding branches with 

large leaves. Two of the young boys are holding 

thick sticks.

• The frame of the structure is made of tree trunks. 

The structure has a straw or grass roof.

• The paintings on the distant walls show fi gures 

that look like people in a row, as though they are 

dancing.

• There is light shining on the men’s faces and the 

top half of the wooden post inside the hut.

• The light suggests this event is happening during 

the day.

• They look very serious, so it must be an important 

event.• They look as though they are giving a performance 

to an audience.

• I wonder why I do not see any women or girls?

• It looks like just the older males wear a headdress. 

What does it mean to wear a headdress?

• I wonder what the spikes are made of? Maybe they 

are supposed to be like feathers. They remind me 

of a North American Aboriginal headdress.

• Do the black lines on their cheeks have a special 

meaning or are they just for decoration? 
• I wonder if the young boys are just learning this 

dance? If so, do all boys have to learn this dance 

as part of becoming an adult?

• Is it hard to perform this dance? Would they 

dance for a short time or for hours at a time? 

Why are the men holding branches and the young 

boys holding sticks? I think they might represent 

something.
• I bet the trees come from the local rain forest.

• I do not think the hut is in a large city; it might be 

deep in the rain forest.
• Why are the paintings there? Are they for 

decoration or do they mean something?

• This structure looks like a large hut. Is it a sacred 

place, like a church, or a place for shows, like a 

theatre?• It must be a warm place because they are not 

wearing many clothes.• I wonder if the light is coming from a hole in the 

ceiling? Why would they want a hole in their roof? 

Perhaps, it is to let light in and/or let smoke out 

(if they light fi res in the hut).

• Why is the event being held at this time of day? I 

wonder if they have danced all through the night?

• I wonder if this dance has been performed for 

centuries?
• I do not think they are dancing just for fun. This 

might be a traditional dance celebrating the 

beginning or end of a season or some other event. 

• Do they perform the dance for local people or 

tourists? Would they see many tourists where 

they live? Would the arrival of many travellers 

affect their way of life?
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My refl ections extend thinking“Look fors” (evidence of excellence) 

Evidence for rating

My refl ections raise 
interesting topics“Look fors” (evidence of excellence) 

Evidence for rating

How thoughtful are my refl ections?

RATING SCALE
Excellent

Not yet

Excellent

Not yet
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•	 are accurate or plausible
•	 are	specific	and	detailed
•	 include interesting, relevant facts

Criteria for effective observations

•	 extend thinking—build on what is 
observed

•	 raise interesting topics—explore 
puzzling ideas or important is-
sues arising from the image

Criteria for thoughtful reflections

•	 Do you have any questions about who the people 
might be?

•	 What do you think caused the event to happen? Do 
you have any questions or concerns about what 
might happen next? What issues were raised? 

•	 What insights or questions do you have about the 
location or time of this event?

•	 Why might this action be taking place? If the 
people appear relaxed, tense, or hurried, why 
might this be so?

Possible reflective prompts

Opportunities for differentiation
•	 Provide	students	with	sample	observations	and	invite	them	to	select	the	most	effective.

Assessment for learning
•	 Invite	students	to	work	with	a	partner	and	use	the	How effective are my observations?	rating	scale	to	

assess	the	effectiveness	of	their	initial	observations.	Suggest	that	students	modify	their	observations	
based	on	the	feedback.

Reflect on observations

Student activity
With	a	partner,	observe	the	image	carefully.	Use	the	5Ws	to	guide	observations	and	help	focus	on	
details.	

Assessment for learning
•	 Introduce	the	rating	scales	How effective are my observa-

tions?	and	How	thoughtful	are	my	reflections?	Based	on	
the	discussion	of	the	sample	Reflective	journal,	guide	
students	in	identifying	descriptors	for	“excellent”	
observations	and	reflections.

Observe an image
	➤ Select	one	or	more	relevant,	detail-rich	action	
images,	without	a	caption	or	explanation,	that	
allow(s)	students	to	record	details	for	each	of	
the	5W	questions.	Practise	the	activity	with	
one	chosen	image,	before	students	investigate	
the	others	independently.	Possible	images	
available	are:	http://tc2.ca/images/brazilian_
rainforest/fishers.jpg	or	http://tc2.ca/
images/brazilian_rainforest/pier.jpg;	http://
tc2.ca/images/brazilian_rainforest/souvenirs.jpg		
Alternatively,	select	your	own	image	relevant	to	your	curriculum.

	➤ Provide	students	with	a	copy	of	the	Reflective	journal.	Show	the	image	and	allow	two	
or	three	minutes	for	students	to	discuss	what	they	see.	Proceed	with	the	activity.	

Student activity
With	a	partner,	observe	the	image	carefully.	
Use	the	5Ws	to	guide	observations	and	help	focus		
on	details.	
Record	your	observations	in	the	Reflective	journal,		
keeping	in	mind	the	criteria	for	effective	observations.
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Refl ect on an image 
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• Examine the image carefully. Make specifi c observations or identify important 

facts for each of the 5W questions.

• Describe what you see or read on the chart. Be specifi c. Provide several 

observations or facts for each of the 5W questions.

• Check your observations to make sure they are accurate, plausible, specifi c and 

detailed, and include interesting facts.

• Think about what you have seen—what questions, insights, surprises, connections, 

or new ideas have been triggered? Record thoughtful refl ections for each of the 

5W questions.• Take a second look at the image. What details have you overlooked? Notice 

the less obvious details in the image, including those in the foreground, middle 

ground, and background. Add further observations and refi ne your refl ections.

• If possible, conduct further research by examining additional images of the same 

topic or referring to outside sources, e.g., an atlas, a textbook, or the Internet. 

Revise your refl ections, as needed, in light of this new information.

• Investigate other images, using the Refl ective journal. Ask yourself what the 

refl ections tell you about the circumstances surrounding the event or situation, 

and use the completed journals to summarize what you have learned.

Purpose
This strategy helps me 

describe specifi c details in 
an image so I can develop 

thoughtful refl ections about 
what I see. Refl ecting on 

what I see helps me better 
understand historical or 

contemporary situations or 
events shown in an image. 

For a sample use of the 
strategy, see the next 

page.

STUDENT RESOURCE

Refl ect on an image
develop thoughtful refl ections to extend or speculate on ideas raised by an image

Instructions
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“The	reflections	helped	me	better	understand	(the	
situation and people involved) because … ”

Suggested reflection stem
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Opportunities for differentiation
•	 Provide	students	with	sample	observations	and	invite	them	to	select	the	most	effective.

Assessment for learning
•	 Invite	students	to	work	with	a	partner	and	use	the	How	thoughtful	are	my	reflections?	rating	scale	to	

assess	the	effectiveness	of	their	initial	observations.	Suggest	that	students	modify	their	observations	
based	on	the	feedback.

Share insights
	➤ Encourage	students	to	share	two	or	three	of	their	most	interesting	reflections.	Provide	additional	
information	to	challenge	any	dubious	conclusions	or	answer	questions	raised	in	the	reflections.

	➤ Encourage	students	to	research	the	questions	raised	and	reflect	on	other	images	related	to	the	same	
topic.

Student activity

Share	two	or	three	of	your	most	interesting	reflections.

Reflect

Think about the strategy
	➤ After	discussing	the	pictures	and	reflections,	ask	students	to	think	about	the	value	of	reflecting	on	
an	image	to	help	them	understand	circumstances	surrounding	the	event	or	situation.	Ask	students	to	
write	an	individual	response.	

Student activity

Think	about	what	you	learned	about	
the	situation	or	event	from	observing	
and	reflecting	on	details	in	the	images.

Write	a	thoughtful	response.

Review the strategy
	➤ Review	the	steps	of	the	Reflect	on	an	image	strategy.	Then	invite	students	to	reflect	on	the	purpose	
of	using	the	strategy.	If	necessary,	explain	to	students	that	this	strategy	can	be	useful	in	gathering	
information	about	a	historical	or	contemporary	situation	or	place	shown	in	images.	

	➤ Finally,	discuss	how	the	strategy	might	be	used	both	in	
and	out	of	school.	Provide	students	with	a	copy	of	the	
Student Resource.
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My observations are 
accurate and plausible“Look fors” (evidence of excellence) 

Evidence for rating

My observations are 
specifi c and detailed“Look fors” (evidence of excellence) 

Evidence for rating

My observations include 

interesting facts from 
the image

“Look fors” (evidence of excellence) 

Evidence for rating

How effective are my observations?

RATING SCALE
Excellent

Not yet

Excellent

Not yet

Excellent

Not yet
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Purpose
•	 gather information about an event or situation
•	 describe	and	offer	thoughtful	reflections	about	an	event	or	situation
•	 better understand historical or contemporary situations or events
Ways	to	use	the	strategy
•	 focus our observations of details in images 
•	 make	thoughtful	reflections	on	what	we	see	
•	 understand	and	reflect	on	what	is	happening,	and	how	we	feel	about	what	is	happening,	in	
images	in	other	subject	areas,	as	well	as	in	newspapers,	magazines	and	books,	and	on	the	
Internet or television

•	 raise questions for further investigation

Possible responses

Student activity

Brainstorm	the	steps,	in	sequence,	in	reflecting	on	an	image.	Explain	the	purpose	of	reflecting	on	
an	image	to	a	partner.	Discuss	possible	ways	to	use	the	Reflect	on	an	image	strategy	both	in	and	
out	of	school. 

Refl ect on an image 
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Assessing observations and refl ections

Excellent

Very good

Competent

Basic

Not yet able

Effective observationsFor each of the 5W 
questions, I provide 

a few accurate observations. Most are 
specifi c observations 

about potentially interesting details.

For most of the 5W 
questions, I provide 

a few accurate observations. Several 
are specifi c observations 

about potentially interesting details.

For most of the 5W 
questions, I provide 

one or two accurate 
observations. Occasionally they are 

specifi c observations 
about potentially interesting details.

For some of the 5W 
questions, I provide one 

accurate observation. 
Many are vague observations or seem to 

focus on uninteresting 
details.

Evidence:

Thoughtful refl ectionsFor each of the 5W 
questions, I provide 

a few refl ections that build on the observations. Many raise 
interesting or important 

topics.

For most of the 5W 
questions, I provide 

a few refl ections that build on the observations. Several 
raise interesting or 

important topics.

For most of the 5W 
questions, I provide two 

refl ections that build 
on the observations. 

Occasionally they raise 
interesting or important 

topics.

For each of the 5W 
questions, I provide 

one refl ection that 
sometimes builds on 

the observations. They 
seldom raise interesting 

or important topics.

Evidence:

STUDENT RESOURCE
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Assess the sample

	➤ Review	the	sample	use	of	the	strategy.	Invite	students	to	use	the	rating	scales	or	the	rubric	to	assess	
the	sample.	Suggest	that	the	rubric	may	be	useful	in	assessing	their	observations	and	reflections	
after	they	have	practised	this	strategy	many	times	and	are	beginning	to	use	it	on	their	own.

Student activity

Use	the	rating	scales	or	the	Assessing 
observations	and	reflections	rubric	to	assess	
the	sample	use	of	the	strategy.
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My observations are  
accurate and plausible

“Look fors” (evidence of excellence) Evidence for rating

My observations are  
specific and detailed

“Look fors” (evidence of excellence) Evidence for rating

My observations include  
interesting facts from  
the image

“Look fors” (evidence of excellence) Evidence for rating

How effective are my observations?
RATING SCALE

Excellent Not yet

Excellent Not yet

Excellent Not yet
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My reflections  
extend thinking

“Look fors” (evidence of excellence) Evidence for rating

My reflections raise  
interesting topics

“Look fors” (evidence of excellence) Evidence for rating

How thoughtful are my reflections?
RATING SCALE

Excellent Not yet

Excellent Not yet
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Reflective journal
Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Title of picture: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Descriptions Reflections
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•	 Examine	the	image	carefully.	Make	specific	observations	or	identify	important	
facts	for	each	of	the	5W	questions.

•	 Describe	 what	 you	 see	 or	 read	 on	 the	 chart.	 Be	 specific.	 Provide	 several	
observations	or	facts	for	each	of	the	5W	questions.

•	 Check	your	observations	to	make	sure	they	are	accurate,	plausible,	specific	and	
detailed,	and	include	interesting	facts.

•	 Think	about	what	you	have	seen—what	questions,	insights,	surprises,	connections,	
or	new	ideas	have	been	triggered?	Record	thoughtful	reflections	for	each	of	the	
5W	questions.

•	 Take	a	second	 look	at	 the	 image.	What	details	have	you	overlooked?	Notice	
the	less	obvious	details	in	the	image,	including	those	in	the	foreground,	middle	
ground,	and	background.	Add	further	observations	and	refine	your	reflections.

•	 If	possible,	conduct	further	research	by	examining	additional	images	of	the	same	
topic	or	referring	to	outside	sources,	e.g.,	an	atlas,	a	textbook,	or	the	Internet.	
Revise	your	reflections,	as	needed,	in	light	of	this	new	information.

•	 Investigate	other	 images,	using	 the	Reflective	 journal.	Ask	yourself	what	 the	
reflections	tell	you	about	the	circumstances	surrounding	the	event	or	situation,	
and	use	the	completed	journals	to	summarize	what	you	have	learned.

Purpose
This strategy helps me 
describe	specific	details	in	
an	image	so	I	can	develop	
thoughtful	reflections	about	
what	I	see.	Reflecting	on	
what	I	see	helps	me	better	
understand	historical	or	
contemporary	situations	or	
events	shown	in	an	image. 

For a sample use of the 
strategy, see the next 
page.

STUDENT RESOURCE

Reflect on an image
develop thoughtful reflections to extend or speculate on ideas raised by an image

Instructions
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STUDENT RESOURCE

SAMPLE 
use of the strategy

•	 There	are	seven	males	standing.
•	 Three	are	young	boys;	one	is	smaller	than	the	

other	two.	One	boy	looks	sad.
•	 Three	of	the	older	males	are	wearing	a	headdress	

that	has	a	band	around	the	head	with	spikes	
sticking	up	from	it;	there	is	a	design	on	the	
headband.

•	 All	the	males	are	naked,	except	for	a	cloth	around	
their	waists.

•	 They	have	lines	painted	on	their	faces.
•	 Only	one	person	is	looking	at	the	camera.

•	 They	are	standing	in	a	line.
•	 It	looks	like	it	could	be	part	of	a	performance,	

ceremony,	or	celebration.
•	 Four	of	the	older	men	are	holding	branches	with	

large	leaves.	Two	of	the	young	boys	are	holding	
thick	sticks.

•	 The	frame	of	the	structure	is	made	of	tree	trunks.	
The	structure	has	a	straw	or	grass	roof.

•	 The	paintings	on	the	distant	walls	show	figures	
that	look	like	people	in	a	row,	as	though	they	are	
dancing.

•	 There	is	light	shining	on	the	men’s	faces	and	the	
top	half	of	the	wooden	post	inside	the	hut.

•	 The	light	suggests	this	event	is	happening	during	
the	day.

•	 They	look	very	serious,	so	it	must	be	an	important	
event.

•	 They	look	as	though	they	are	giving	a	performance	
to	an	audience.

•	 I	wonder	why	I	do	not	see	any	women	or	girls?
•	 It	looks	like	just	the	older	males	wear	a	headdress.	

What	does	it	mean	to	wear	a	headdress?
•	 I	wonder	what	the	spikes	are	made	of?	Maybe	they	

are	supposed	to	be	like	feathers.	They	remind	me	
of	a	North	American	Aboriginal	headdress.

•	 Do	the	black	lines	on	their	cheeks	have	a	special	
meaning	or	are	they	just	for	decoration?	

•	 I	wonder	if	the	young	boys	are	just	learning	this	
dance?	If	so,	do	all	boys	have	to	learn	this	dance	
as	part	of	becoming	an	adult?

•	 Is	it	hard	to	perform	this	dance?	Would	they	
dance	for	a	short	time	or	for	hours	at	a	time?	
Why	are	the	men	holding	branches	and	the	young	
boys	holding	sticks?	I	think	they	might	represent	
something.

•	 I	bet	the	trees	come	from	the	local	rain	forest.
•	 I	do	not	think	the	hut	is	in	a	large	city;	it	might	be	

deep	in	the	rain	forest.
•	 Why	are	the	paintings	there?	Are	they	for	

decoration	or	do	they	mean	something?
•	 This	structure	looks	like	a	large	hut.	Is	it	a	sacred	

place,	like	a	church,	or	a	place	for	shows,	like	a	
theatre?

•	 It	must	be	a	warm	place	because	they	are	not	
wearing	many	clothes.

•	 I	wonder	if	the	light	is	coming	from	a	hole	in	the	
ceiling?	Why	would	they	want	a	hole	in	their	roof?	
Perhaps,	it	is	to	let	light	in	and/or	let	smoke	out	
(if	they	light	fires	in	the	hut).

•	 Why	is	the	event	being	held	at	this	time	of	day?	I	
wonder	if	they	have	danced	all	through	the	night?

•	 I	wonder	if	this	dance	has	been	performed	for	
centuries?

•	 I	do	not	think	they	are	dancing	just	for	fun.	This	
might	be	a	traditional	dance	celebrating	the	
beginning	or	end	of	a	season	or	some	other	event.	

•	 Do	they	perform	the	dance	for	local	people	or	
tourists?	Would	they	see	many	tourists	where	
they	live?	Would	the	arrival	of	many	travellers	
affect	their	way	of	life?
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Assessing observations and reflections

Excellent Very good Competent Basic Not yet able

Effective observations

For each of the 5W 
questions, I provide 
a few accurate 
observations. Most are 
specific observations 
about potentially 
interesting details.

For most of the 5W 
questions, I provide 
a few accurate 
observations. Several 
are specific observations 
about potentially 
interesting details.

For most of the 5W 
questions, I provide 
one or two accurate 
observations. 
Occasionally they are 
specific observations 
about potentially 
interesting details.

For some of the 5W 
questions, I provide one 
accurate observation. 
Many are vague 
observations or seem to 
focus on uninteresting 
details.

Evidence:

Thoughtful reflections

For each of the 5W 
questions, I provide 
a few reflections 
that build on the 
observations. Many raise 
interesting or important 
topics.

For most of the 5W 
questions, I provide 
a few reflections 
that build on the 
observations. Several 
raise interesting or 
important topics.

For most of the 5W 
questions, I provide two 
reflections that build 
on the observations. 
Occasionally they raise 
interesting or important 
topics.

For each of the 5W 
questions, I provide 
one reflection that 
sometimes builds on 
the observations. They 
seldom raise interesting 
or important topics.

Evidence:
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